
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND WELCOME 
Clr Pierre Esber | Lord Mayor, City of Parramatta

INTRODUCTION TO THE 2023 GWS FUTURE HEALTH FORUM

INTRODUCTION TO THE MINISTER 
Hon. Peter Collins AM | Board Chair,  
Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health District

MINISTERIAL ADDRESS AND INTERVIEW 
Hon. Ryan Park MP | Minister for Health & Regional Health 
Interviewed by:Adam Leto | Chief Executive Officer,  
Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE MINISTER 
Loretta Di Mento | Board Chair, Western Sydney Local Health District

PANEL: Solving the Wicked Problems of the West 
Lee Gregory | Chief Executive, Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health District 
Graeme Loy | Chief Executive, Western Sydney Local Health District 
Sonia Marshall | Acting Chief Executive,  
South Western Sydney Local Health District 
Provocateur: Adam Leto | Chief Executive Officer,  
Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue  
 
Topics to be explored: 
• When it comes to health services, standards and staffing, are we 
   on track? What are the challenges facing Greater Western Sydney?  
• Continued upskilling and education of the Australian workforce is 
   an ongoing issue; how can we apply this to the health sector? 
• What are the new technologies and models of care that are starting to 
   emerge, and how can GWS be at the forefront of world leading 
   innovation?  
• Health is as significant but under-measured aspect of productivity.  
• What are the risks to the GWS economy if the current health metrics aren’t 
   improved, and where can immediate improvements be made?

SOLVING THE WICKED PROBLEMS OF THE WEST - PART TWO:  
Some Quick Wins! 
Lauren Nicholls | Head of Policy & Analysis, 
Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue 
Dr Zoe Terpening | Director Strategy & Precincts, UNSW Sydney

MORNING TEA  
 
 

PANEL: Heat as a Health Threat in Greater Western Sydney
Edward Caine | Associate, NSW & ACT Health Leader, Arup 
Paul Higham | Head of Western Sydney Development, Sydney Water 
Dr Kim Loo | Sydney GP and NSW Chair, 
Doctors for the Environment Australia 
Provocateur: Prof. Louise Hickman | Pro Vice Chancellor – Health,   
University of Wollongong 
 
Topics to be explored:  
• Penrith, not long ago was the hottest place on the planet at 48.9 degrees. 
   Heat is one of Greater Western Sydney’s lesser known killers, and it’s an 
   issue that has compounding effects on the community and is becoming 
   more serious over time.   
• How can we help safeguard communities from the effects of extreme 
   heat? What role does access to recreational water and heat refuges play? 
• Which groups are most vulnerable to extreme heat? Are these groups 
   hearing about the impact of heat on health?  
• How do extreme heat events impact our local health systems? 
• What needs to be done to better support vulnerable communities 
   this summer?

PANEL: Unlocking the Care Economy 
Tracey Burton | Chief Executive Officer, Uniting 
Dr Keith McDonald | Chief Executive Officer, South Western Sydney PHN 
Grainne O’Loughlin | Chief Executive Officer, Karitane 
Provocateur: Dr Andrew Montague | General Manager – Health &   
Strategic Delivery Office, HammondCare 
 
Topics to be explored: 
• Is the economic contribution of the sector overlooked and under valued? 
   What are the policies and investments needed to meet future demand, 
   deliver jobs and drive industry growth?  
• What is the future of the care economy in GWS?  
• Where can the different sectors of the care economy work together to 
   achieve greater efficiencies and higher-quality services? 
• How can the care sector work collaboratively cross-sector to achieve 
   preventative health and wellbeing outcomes?

NETWORKING LUNCH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANEL: Sport as an Enabler of Success: Creating active and healthy 
communities 
David Burns | Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder, Collective Leisure 
Carlos Frias | Director, Urbis  
Rebecca Grasso | Director City Futures, Campbelltown City Council 
Provocateur: Erin Lorenzini | Head of Government Relations & 
Infrastructure, Cricket NSW & Director, Sport NSW  
 
Topics to be explored: 
• What is the role of sport in improving community health outcomes, and 
   how can we leverage this more? 
• As we move to more high-density living, how do we ensure residents  
   have adequate access to community recreational facilities and public 
   space? 
• How can the private sector support the growth of grassroots sport and 
   promote more inclusive opportunities for everyone? 
• What are some of the barriers impacting participation in community 
   sport, and how do we overcome them? 
• How can we leverage the success of the recent FIFA World Cup to 
   encourage female participation?

PRESENTATION: Charting a Course to Better Healthcare Outcomes 
through Innovation 
Albert Naffah | Chief Executive Officer, CommBank Health  
 
Topics to be explored: 
• To explore and illuminate pathways toward a future where our 
   healthcare system in Greater Western Sydney is not just sustained but 
   strengthened through innovation and collaboration.

CASE STUDY AND INTERVIEW: Retaining Our Homegrown Talent 
Lidija Faamau | First Year Medical Student, Western Sydney University  
Interviewed by: Tom Nance | Manager, Strategy & Delivery,  
Western Sydney University 
 
Topics to be explored: 
• How important is it to keep local talent studying and working in the 
   region?  
• Are people more likely to work in the region if they’re educated here?  
• What are the factors that could influence potential health workers to be 
   based in GWS? 

AWARD PRESENTATION AND INTERVIEW: Chairman’s Prize for Public 
Administration and the Patrons’ Prize for Corporate Civic Leadership 
Richard Alcock AO | Former Chair, Western Sydney Local Health District 
Kay Hyman | Former Chief Executive,  
Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health District 
Amanda Larkin | Former Chief Executive,  
South Western Sydney Local Health District 
Interviewed by: Christopher Brown AM | Chairman,  
Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue

VOTE OF THANKS 
Bruno Zinghini | Executive Director, Western Region,  
Health Infrastructure NSW

CLOSING REMARKS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program



The Dialogue is a not-for-profit, community 
initiative leading a national conversation about 
Greater Western Sydney.

The Dialogue facilitates interaction between 
key opinion leaders, across industry, government, 
academia and the community, to inform public 
policy debate and to advance a Western Sydney 
regional agenda through research, analysis, 
advocacy & events.

If you would like to know about partnering with the 
Dialogue, please email info@westernsydney.org.au 
requesting our company credentials or an event 
sponsorship prospectus.

   @WSLDialogue

 @BestoftheWest

   westernsydney.org.au

(02) 8318 8028
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